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Abstract
The Australian Access Project is a DEST-funded project to implement a trust federation for Australian 
higher education and research. Macquarie University is leading the Shibboleth component of this project, 
building on the existing testbed federation and development work conducted in the Meta Access 
Management System (MAMS) project (also funded by DEST). The Shibboleth software was developed 
by Internet 2, and provides a mechanism for “Identity Providers” to securely share identity attributes 
with “Service Providers” to allow for access to protected resources, collaborative workspaces and other 
shared services. The MAMS project also developed a Shibboleth-based “Virtual Organisation” system 
(“IAMSuite”) to allow for the creation and management of distributed research teams, including access 
to protected resources and services. This presentation provides an overview of work conducted within 
the MAMS project, an update on the progress of the Shibboleth component of the AAF, and the use of 
virtual organisations (based on IAMSuite) within this trust federation.
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